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By the end of 1943, with Allied forces firmly established in Italy
and the Soviets on the verge of turning the tide in Russia, the
British and Americans began to plot the invasion that would
liberate Europe from the Nazis. During the first half of 1944, the
Americans and British commenced a massive buildup of men
and resources in the United Kingdom, while Allied Supreme
Commander Dwight D. Eisenhower and military brass planned
the details of an enormous and complex amphibious invasion
of Europe. Though the Allies used misinformation to try
deceiving the Germans, the most obvious place for an invasion
was just across the narrow English Channel, and the Germans
had built coastal fortifications throughout France to protect
against just such an invasion. The invasion across the Channel
came in the early morning hours of June 6, 1944. That day,
forever known as...
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