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poverty, comprehensive high schools, with current levels of resources, typically provided. Schools which beat
these odds and have high percentages of students who succeed in challenging courses provide multiple layers
of support. Strong instructional programs are matched with a schedule that allowed for double-dosing in these
subjects, and extra help from caring teachers within a personalized interdisciplinary team structure. But this is
still not enough for all students to succeed, some require summer school and a few need further focused
instruction in the fall to earn promotion to the next grade. Pulling off this level of intensive support requires not
only committed adults who refuse to give up on their students, but additional time, resources, training, and
materials as well. Finally, our most recent study reveals that many students begin to fall off the graduation
track at the start of adolescence. We have been able to identify over half of four major school districts future
dropouts as early as the sixth grade by looking at just four variables commonly measured in schools -
attendance, behavior, and course failure in math and English. Across these districts high-poverty middle grade
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