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Alternatively, (2) the transformative cycle of elements may be claimed to date only from the West Asian Bronze
Age, while (3) its transcontinental transmission may be even more recent. (2) and (3) are empirically vindicated
- Upper Palaeolithic element cosmologies abounded, but lacked cyclicity, transformation, and catalysis. Against
this context in space and time, not Empedocles originality disappears.
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