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Excerpt: .the Musselmen, that Europe has ceased to be invaded
by these infidels. Hungary owes to us its safety, and Italy its
preservation; far different, in this respect, from our enemies,
whose conquests are only a new subject of dissention and war
with their neighbours. This is the substance of the memorable
speech which the emperor Alexander pronounced in the
assembly of the nobles; and which the orator most judiciously
repeated, as best calculated to rouse the courage of those who
had not been present. Count Rastopchin, who hitherto had
listened with silent attention, seeing that the inhabitants of
Moscow were sufficiently prepared, rose immediately from his
seat, and, running to the balcony, which opened on the great
square, he thus addressed the people there assembled: --1
Brave Moscovites! Our enemy advances; and you already hear
the roar of the cannon, not far from our suburbs....
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